The Superpowers and the Middle East
had established a paramount position in what was widely regarded
as the most influential country in the Arab world.78
renewed soviet interest in iran and turkey
Among the non-Arab states along the Northern Tier—Iran and
Turkey—the Soviet Union pursued a policy of accommodation.
The establishment of military bases by the West in both the
countries in the fifties made the Soviet "southern belly" some-
what vulnerable. The Soviet Union therefore had a vital interest
in neutralizing the strategical advantages of the West on her south-
ern flank and hence she started cultivating friendly relations with
both Iran and Turkey. In these two countries, the relaxation in
bipolar confrontation in the sixties gave rise to a conviction that
the military danger from the North had passed away and that the
Soviet Union had given up its old annexationist aims.7*
The Soviet Union moved to improve her relations with Iran
after she had received assurances in September 1962, about Iran's
intention not to permit rocket bases on her territory, by conclud-
ing agreements on trade, frontiers, transit traffic, and economic
cooperation.80 The Shah of Iran visited the USSR in 1965. This
camp was a tremendous feather in the Russian cap, sorely needed in view
of Chinese inroads into the liberation movement of the Far East. David
Kimche, "Soviet Aims in the Middle East", Midstream, August-September,
1967, p. 58.
i& Current Digest of the Soviet Press, 8 June 1966, pp. 3-6.
?* Suspicion on the part of Turkey and Iran of their powerful neighbour
in the North did not, however, ijade away completely. It emerged again
with the appearance of the Soviet fleet in the Mediterranean and Soviet
intervention in Czechoslovakia in 1968.
*° In October 1962, the Soviet Union concluded a transit agreement with
Iran that resorted for the first time in more than two decades Iran's rigjrt
to send goods to Europe through the Soviet Union; and in 1963, the
Soviet Union granted Iran a credit of 35 million roubles to enable her
to meet her share of the cost of a joint barrage on the frontier river Ames*
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